PARENT INFORMATION
2011-12 HANDBOOK

Kindergarten

S

St. Stephens

Catholic School

pnc WHOlazy {0NBSG w ! yMUoHoahywyr®wBdrcoppono w (St
www.ststephenchurch.org/school/



Table of Contents

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS.........coeeee 10
CHARACTERISTICS OF A KINDERGARTNER................ 9
CURRICULUM......cooiiiiieeeeeeeeeees 11
ENROLLMENT GUIDELINES.........cooooi 4
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS..........oiiiiiieeeeeen 4
HEALTH CARE AT SCHOQL.......cooviiiiiiiiiiieiiivieeiiiiiiiie )
MN SCHOOL IMMUNIZATION LAW........ccoovvvviiiiiiinininiianns 5
NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY.....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeen 3
PARENT COMMUNICATION. ....cutiiiiiiiiiiiieieee e 6
RELIGIOUS FORMATION......ccoitiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeieinieieneeenieiineen 3
SAMPLE SCHEDULE.........oiii 8
SCHOOL INFORMATION......cooiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 6
SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT......oovviiiiiens 3
SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY.......coiieeeeeeee e 3
TEACHERS GUIDELINES.............oooiiiiiiiiiieeiis 8.
WELCOME.... . 4
WHAT YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW..........ccoovviirrrenee. 12




Introduction

School Mission Statement
{G® { GSLKSY Qs a taking RHigtidn ©ompniyahatt
nourishes spiritual development and academic excellence.

School Philosophy
{ G§® { GSLKSY Qintegrdtes fiith tith Gcader@ids o drepare

students to make solid Christian choices. It is an accredited, private

school, comprised of prschool, elementary, and middle school
levels.

Faith: As a vital part of the parish community, we educate students in a

Religious Formation

St. Stephen School regards the spiritual development of their
students as a primary goal. It fully recognizes that a person's faith is
formed by living out that faith in community with others, by making
moral decisions through prayer and worship, and in service to others.
Thus, it fosters an atmosphere in which students' faith can become
living, conscious, and active. At St. Stephen School each student and
staff member is invited to develop a personal relationship with God,

to participate in a community of faith, and to be of service to others.

The Religious Formation program provides a highly coordinated
schoolwide effort to integrate the Gospel values, the beliefs, and
practices of the Catholic Church into the daily lives of its members.

Catholic atmosphere enriched by the Gospel messages of peace, and

justice. The spiritual development of students is the primary goal.
The school recognizes that a person's faith is formed by living out
that faith in community through prayer, worship, service and study;
and grounded in our Catholic tradition.

Academicsin partnership with their family, each student is encouraged
and directed to reach his or her potential. Our academic program

Nondiscrimination Policy

It is the policy of St. Stephen School of Anoka, Minnesota to comply
with federal and state laws prohibiting discrimination and all
requirements imposed by or pursuant to regulations issued thereto,
to the end that no person in St. Stephen School shall on the grounds
of race, color, national and ethnic origin, sex, marital status, status
with regard to public assistance, age, sexual orientation, or disability

emphasizes mastery of the basics, academic excellence, and a variebe excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be
of extracurricular activities. The school prepares students to be fully otherwise subjected to discrimination under any educational

equipped for their next level of academic achievement.

Community:The school seeks to provide a safe and trusting learning
environment where each student is valued and challenged to grow
spiritually, academically, emotionally, socially, and physically.

program, employment, or activity operated by the school.



Welcome
We are looking forward to getting to know you and your child! This

Enrollment Guidelines
A registration fee is required per student upon receipt of the enrollment

handbook may answer some of the questions you may have and will be &pplication.

good future reference.

Kindergarten is a year of growing spiritually, socially, emotionally,

physically and intellectually. Your involvement, interest, and enthusiasm®

will help make this a wonderful year of growth for you and your child.

A child's first and most important teacher is his or her parents.

Communication between parents and teachers is essential. Please call Qr

send a note if you have a question or concern.

Take a moment to imagine the Kindergarten world: letters, numbers,

stories, sharing blocks, puzzles, play, paint and playdough. Imagination

e Students presently enrolled in the Church of St. Stephen School will
have top priority for registration each year.

Siblings of these students will get the next priority, only if there are
openings available at that grade level.

e Children of faculty members are given the next openings.
Alumni parishioners are given the next priority.

e The next level of priority will be for new students whose parents are
registered parishioners at the Church of St. Stephen or St. Katherine
Drexel.

and creativity are everywhere. As you talk with your child about their day

and celebrate their best effort on the work they do, remember that
Kindergarten is a "child's garden."” Many times the process is more
Important than the product, and learning is accomplished by doing,
touching, and experiencing.

e If space is available, student applications of qpamishioners will be
accepted in the order received during this stage.

If a class level is full, a waiting list will be formed, based on the priority stated
above. This waiting list inot carried over from year to year.

Enrollment and admission are not final until student files have been
received and evaluated by the Principal to ensure we have the services to
meet the needs of the student.

Entrance Requirements

e A child entering Kindergarten must be five (5) years old on or before
September 1st.

e | 021l 2F (KS OKAftRQAa OANIK OSNIA?

e Immunization Requirements.


http://www.cms.k12.nc.us/resources/parents/immunization.asp

Health Care At School Mi nnesotads School | mmuni zat
Through state aid and in cooperation with Angkannepin District #11, ¢ 2 32 (2 a0K22f Ay aAyySaz2dal sz addsRS

St. Stephen's Catholic School has the services of a Health Para immunizations or file a legal exemption with the school.

professional. Our health para is responsible for tending to injured or ill Directions:

students, administering medications, and contacting parents, if e CAYR (GKS OKAfRQ& I3Sk3INIRS fS@St I
necessary. Also, recokieping for state requirements on student e Look to see whether the child had the number of shots shown by the
immunization and other health related matters are the responsibility of checkmark(s) under each vaccine.

the health para, who needs prompt and cooperative service from parents b2GSY 9F0OK NRg¢ Aa YSIyid G2 0S8 NB
and students in keeping our school in compliance with State Health add up the columns of checkmarks under each vaccine.

Department rules.

Example A preschooler needs 4 DTaP, then to enter Kindergarten he

_ or she needs 1 more DTaP, for a total of 5 (not 9).
Cheryl Kelsey is our health para at St. Stephen's School. Her hours are

7:1510:15a.m. on school days.

If your child has any special needs, food allergies and intolerances be
sure to contact the health para as soon as possible. Please let her know
if there is any information to be updated such as immunizations received
during the summer, communicable diseases, or if your child had surgery

. S . Hep B DTaP/Td/Tdap Polio MMR Hib Varicella

Please feel free to communicate your child's health needs at any time hepatitis diphtheria, measles, | Haemo- *

R B tetanus, mumps, philus (chickenp
durlng the SChOOI year' Pertussis rubella influenzae 0X)

(Whooping type b
A Cough)

Be sure your child is healthy enough to come to school. General Preschool Atleast
guidelines to follow: 1. If your child has had a fever of 100 or more, he/| #9535 VVVV VVV v v v
she should stay home 24 hours after the temperature returns to normal
2. If your child has vomited or had diarrhea, he/she should stay home rindergar- VVV VVVVV | VVVV vV vV

. . . n 4 i
until 24 hours after the last episode. 3. If your child has had any rash | * needed 14" | not needsd
that may be diseaseelated or you do not know the cause, check with was after age 4 a'fﬁ gdaggi
your family physician before sending him/her to school.

* Varicella shot not required if child already had chickenpox disease. As
of September 1, 2008, 2 doses will be required for all children entering
Kindergarten.




School Information Parent Communication

School hours 7:40-2:05 p.m. e Weekly parent packets and newsletteEach Thursday, school

information is uploaded to Edline electronically in an eBLUE FOLDER.
Luncht a well balanced lunch is provided in the school cafeteria =~ ¢ KA & ¢ KdzNEREF & LI O1SG 2F AYyF2NNIGAZ2Y
each day. newsletter, and local, parish, or school information. If you choose we

can send the same information home with the youngest or only child of

Bus Schedulas Bus routes and schedules will be determined before the family. Contact the school office if you would rather have a paper
the beginning of school. Each parent will receive this information ~ COPY of the blue folder.
from the district transportation office.

e EDLINEEdIline is a secure wedite for parents to access student

ParentTeacher Conferences and Progress Repoiitgdividual information. Each parent will receive a password protected account on
parent conferences are planned and offered to all parents in fall andgqjine. Parents can use Edline to:

winter.5 dzZNAy 3 (KSaS GAYSaAaZ LI NBYlGad 4idedeivelatishithEddMinofmatdd GKS OKAf RQa&
spiritual, intellectual, physical, social and emotional development >Verify attendance
and progress within the context of normal growth stages, in positive >View school calendar information

ways. Conferences may be requested at any time there is a need by >Read weekly blue folder items, newsletters, lunch menus, etc.
either staff or parents, and an appointment will be made. Report

cards will be distributed to parents four times each yeamwritten — Teachers send a classroom newsletter to the pasents to keep them o
Faasadaysyd eAtt 3IALS FSSROI Ol fifhrméapibdsrbbih dchdddied, evihtdh M ddrfiguibinPtopitsy U ST T SO
physical, social, and emotional developmeitie want to be able 10 Teachers use these newsletters to request classroom supplies and parent
work successfully with your child and any help you can provide will jynteers. K5 newsletters are sent weekly.

help us better understand him or her.




General Information Lunch o N ) .
Early Dismissal for Appointments {ud {USLIKSYyQa [/ I 0K?2ftPoiorofSalesysteniAll/ I FSu

Should it be necessary to pick up your child prior to the end of the schoosfChOOI students have an accpunt set up using their student ID .
day, please send a note to school giving the time, reason, and person number. You should prepay into the account and each day your child
th; will be picking up your childJpon arrival at thé school’ please receives milk or lunch, that amount will be deducted from his/her

report to the health office to have your child called out of clagsu will ga:ance.d: f IS YO FFS UhS Nf‘ i kg At ;'Id' él S {IRI r yi uio.
be required to sign the child out of school. alance gets lowYou may chose to pack your child's lunch, please make

sure that it is nutritious, candy and pop are not appropriafdease fill

out the money envelope withyo@ KA f RQa yIFYS FyR GSIO
room number. This ensures propddNERA G A& 3IAGBSYy G2 @&:
pccount.

Early Dismissal for Illiness or Injury

Should your child become ill or injured at school, the Health office will
use the Emergency Information provided at registration to contact you o
your designee Please notify the office immediately if there is a change in
the information on your Emergency Forrlease maintain up to date
work numbers!

SixDay Schedule

Instead of a traditional Monday through Friday schedule, our school
operates on a siday cycle.The first day of school will be Day 1, and the
days will follow in consecutive order even after an interruption in the
schedule.For example, if it is Day 3 and we have a weekend, holiday, or
snow day the next day, the day we return to school will be Day 4.
{GdzRSy (ia KIFI@S GKSANI aaLISOAL T ¢ Of
Spanish, physical education) by numbered day rather than by the day of
the week.

2 Y LJdzii &

Transportation

Anoka Hennepin, District #11 provides transportation both to and from
school. Our transportation may include your child catching a shuttle
60dza FNRBY !y211 | A3K Knhdeigatenistuderds { ljFS%cegslj SLKSyQao
who ride buses should plan to ride beginning on the first day of
school. This helps the driver to learn each student and their bus stop.
Each student is given a bus tdgis very important that he/she wear

the tag during the first few weeks of school

Please understand, also, that the bus schedule does not operate
smoothly during the first week of schodNote that the buses usually run
late until the children become accustomed to riding the busé& ask

for your patience and understanding concerning the transportation
schedule.

Kindergarten students will have recess each day following their
lunchtime. Please dress your child appropriately for 30 minutes of
outside play.

Volunteers

We are always looking for parent volunteers to assist in the classrooms
with Kid Writing and small group activitied.you are interested in
donating some of your time to our school, please contact the office for
more information.



Teachers Guidelines Sample Schedule
Kindergarten teachers use these guidelines in their planning: The Kindergarten day is thoroughly and carefully planned to meet the

1.

The Kindergarten program is designed to achieve-ramge goals for needs of all children. Flexibility is deliberately built in to allow for special
needs, circumstances and interests. However, planning and organization

all children in all domairs spiritual, social, emotional, cognitive, . . ; o

: promotes continuity, routine and daily repetition necessary for the young
and physical. child
Children are actively engaged in their learning. They observe, they
interact with materials and with people, and they ask questions as
they explore new concepts and expand their understandings.

Arrival, Morning Routine, Pledge & Prayer
Language Arts

Special Subject$panish, Phy. Ed. Computer
The curriculum provides richness and a wide variety of learning Language Arts
experiences, materials, and instructional strategies to accommodate  krae choice
I ONRBFER NJ}y3aIS 2F OKAf RNByQa A yRAL%r%\cﬁadnzclirgcesgx TFSNBYOSa Ay LINRAR2NJ SELISN
ences, maturation rates, styles of learning needs and interests.

Mathematics
| KAt RNByQa aSyasS 2F 02YLISGSyOS I spRiaSybpraatMusidiLibta® f SENY Ay 3 Aa
strengthened by allowing opportunities for choice and by providing Center learning play activities
experiences in which children feel successful. Formation
t NEY2GAY3 OKAfRNBYyQa fAGSNI O8 RSGEQoHGoaEpodeman | LINA Y NBE NBALRYAAOA
in Kindergarten. Kindergarten literacy experiences are designed to Quiet time Rest and individual reading time or evaluation time with a
develop a love of and discussion about books, knowledge about print teacher

concepts, familiarity with the mechanics of reading and writing, iden-  Snack, get ready to go, prayer
tification and use of letters, phonological awareness, and expansion

of vocabulary and oral language. When children are done with their work they do have free choice. Not all
activities take the entire time and days may change as thin%s occur
H‘#e

/ KA RNByOa a0K22f SELSNASYOSE GaR oLk Sdhetibrk Modt Gngl dndotnra | 2 LT

ment of homeschool connections built on a foundation of mutual  gctivities.
respect and support for cultural diversity.




