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DATES TO REMEMBER 

  

November… 
19,23- School Conferences 
19-24- Preschool Conferences 
25-27- Thanksgiving Break 
 

December… 

  7-  Edline Posting 
22-  Edline Posting 
 
 
  
   
  
   

From the desk of Mrs. Gus... 

November 12, 2009 

506 Jackson Street / Anoka / Minnesota  55303 / tel: 763-421-3236 / fax: 763-712-7433 / web: www.ststephenchurch.org/school  &  www.edline net 

Dear St. Stephenõs Catholic School Parents, 

 Together, we are having a very rewarding first quarter.  And, as   

always, there is much to thank you for.  We have accomplished a great 

deal even though the pressures to help students achieve have never 

been greater and the resources to aid in that achievement have never 

been more limited.  Nevertheless, you have supported the teachers and 

brought forth wonderful accomplishments and newfound strengths no 

one could have foreseen when we started the year.  You realized that 

during difficult times, students and their teachers need and depend on 

you even more.  Where, but at  St. Stephenõs Catholic School, could  

parents and teachers have found such a stable, nurturing and fulfilling 

environment for themselves and the children?  

 I hope you take great pride in your role for our achievements ñas 

well as being a part of the miracle that we help create for our  

students.  You are a vital part of the molding and shaping, prompting 

and inspiring, teaching and learning that goes on in the short time that 

we have with these young people. 

 Indeed, what we do is a miracle.  And because of you, our  

students will go on to create more miracles in our world.  I hope you 

know how much I appreciate you and your ability to turn situations that 

may have first looked like obstacles into opportunities.   

 I know that there are many school options that you could choose 

for your child.  I am grateful that you choose Catholic Educationñand 

that you choose to do it here.  Thank you for a successful first quarter - 

Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family. 

All my prayers, 

 

Mrs. Gus 
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PRESCHOOL/ELEMENTARY 

TEACHERS 
 

Ms. Denise Herbert 
 Pre-School 
 

Mrs. Deb Cherney 
 Kindergarten 
 

Mrs. Mary Kay Wesp 
 Kindergarten 
 

Mrs. Julianne Haenel 
 First Grade 
 

Mrs. Mary Kay Tyminski 
 First Grade 
 

Mrs. Jan Applen 
 Second Grade 
 

Mrs. Sherry Miller 
 Second Grade 
 

Mrs. Marileen Diederichs 
 Third Grade 
 

Mrs. Betty Kowalski 
 Third Grade 
 

Ms. Marie Dockendorf 
 Fourth Grade 
 

Mrs. Susie Toenjes 
 Fourth Grade 
 

Ms. Katie Geis 
 Fifth Grade 
 

Mrs. Kim Taggart 
 Fifth Grade 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/SPECIALISTS 

TEACHERS 
 

Ms. Desiree Hyrkas 
 Sixth Grade Advisor/Media 
 

Mrs. Lynelle Kocher 
 Sixth Grade Advisor/Art 
 

Sra. Fran Ramirez (Corey) 
 Sixth Grade Advisor/Spanish 
 

Mrs. Jaime Verkuilen 
 Sixth Grade Advisor/Music 
 

Mrs. Peg Brown 
 Seventh Grade Advisor/Math 
 

Mrs. Shelly Miller 
 Seventh Grade Advisor/Social Studies 
 

Mr. Kurt Werk 
 Seventh Grade Advisor/P.E./A.D. 
 

Mrs. Colleen Hansen 
 Eighth Grade Advisor/Science 
 

Mrs. Shelley Lysdahl 
 Eighth Grade Advisor/Literature 
 

Mrs. Judy Radcliff 
 Eighth Grade Advisor/Formation 
 

Mr. Tim Burke 
 Computers 

...to all the participants of Food Perspectives!  Our school received another 

monetary donation based on the number of food tests that were performed 

last month.  We really appreciate your time and generosity.   

 

If you would like to participate in this program, please call Food Perspectives 

directly at (763) 553-7787 and tell them you would like to sign up for St. 

Stephens School program.  It is an easy way to earn some extra cash, and 

raise some extra monies for our school too!  Thank you! 

 

Is your child missing a winter jacket?  A school  

sweatshirt? A mitten?  A lunchbox?   

Our Lost and Found bin is OVERFLOWING ! 

Please take a moment to peek in the bin  

(located inside the front doors of the school) and see if your childõs 
missing item is there.  The non -retrieved items in the bin will be 

donated to charity the week following Thanksgiving,  

so please take a moment to look!   

Coats for Kids  

 

Winter's Comeback is right 

around the corner.  Many kids 

in our own community need 

warm clothes. Each year St. 

Stephen's School families are 

invited to place laundered 

winter wear in the "Coats for 

Kids" drop box at the entry for 

the school. Items are given to 

Anoka County Brotherhood 

Council and are almost  

immediately presented to a 

child in need. All winter  

clothing is welcome -- hats, 

boots, and hooded  

sweatshirts, but coats are the 

greatest need. 

We need shoppers Galore for 

the 19th Annual Craft Boutique! 

  

 

 

Please post the fliers for the 

Craft Boutique at work or pass 

along to family and friends to 

encourage shoppers for the 

19th Annual Craft Boutique at 

St. Stephens School November 

21 and 22.  Whether you're  

volunteering or shopping, you'll 

be supporting this great event. 

  

Speaking of volunteers, we're 

still recruiting for shifts. Please 

contact Monica Freeman at 763
-712-7438 to spend an hour or 

two making our school great! 
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Blue Folder items : 

1. Catholic Aid Breakfast 

2. Craft Fair Boutique  

Wish list for the music room  

iTunes gift cards (to download 

music for use in the  

classroom)  Appropriate CDõs 

(new or used) of a variety of 

non-classical music for use in 

music class (oldies, rock and 

roll, jazz, world music,  

Christian rock/rap, folk music, 

dance music, etc.)   NO  

CASSETTE TAPES PLEASE!! 

 

Mrs. Toenjes could use size 

òDó batteries and empty shoe 

boxes. 

 

Mrs. Kocher would like any 

plastic placemats, old 

toothbrushes and wood glue.  

 

Craft sticks, Velcro tape and 

candle wick for 5 th  grade  

colonial day. 

 

Mrs. Lysdahl would like some 

bean bag chairs,  2 Freak the 
Mighty books, by Rodman  

Philbrick and  the books 

Snake, Crane, and Dragon  by 

Jeff Stone  

 

Mrs. Kowalski would like a set 

of VersaTile Reading Center 

Activity Books ñset of 8 = 

$80, and a set of Versa Tile 

Answer Cases.  $12.95 ea., 

needs 4. 

Conferences 2009: 
 

We are still in need of volunteers to help with our  

conference meals for our amazing staff.  We will be 

serving tacos on Thursday, November 19
th
 and soup 

and sides on Monday, November 23
th
.  Our school  

parents have always been generous in sharing their culi-

nary talents and the Hospitality Committee is again  

hoping that youõll be able to help with one of these 

meals. 
 

If you would like to bring something, please contact 

Susie Leonard at 763-422-1183.  We are also accepting 

monetary donations to purchase beverages, paper  

products, silverware, etc.  Please make checks payable 

to St Stephen School, place in an envelope marked 

ôConference Mealsõ and send to the school office.  Letõs 

take this opportunity to demonstrate our appreciation 

to the faculty and staff of St Stephen School.   

Thanks in advance for all your help!   

 The parent education workgroup is in the process of  

planning parent education for the 2009 -2010 school year.  

We are looking for suggested speakers/topic ideas.  If you 

are interested in sharing information to a small group of 

parents or can recommend  

someone else please contact  

Barb Thornton at  

bthornton@gillettechildrens.com  

Thank you!  

mailto:bthornton@gillettechildrens.com


 

Before & A fter School Enrichment  

Director:  Teri King  

BASE Voice Mail:  712 -7477  

Morning  Afternoon  

  Mon., 11/16       Gym   Bookmarks 

  Tues., 11/10       Gym        Fusion Beading 

  Wed., 11/11       Gym   Make Salt Dough 

  Thur., 11/12       Gym        Color Pages 

  Fri.,    11/13       Gym        Chalk Drawings 

 

There will be FULL DAY BASE on Wednesday, Nov. 25.   

NO FULL BASE on Thursday,  Nov. 26 and Friday, Nov. 27. 
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SPORTS NEWS  
From the Athletic Department  

 

Fall Sports Update:  

 
 

Kurt A. Werk , Athletic Director 

763.712.7465, kwerk@ststephenchurch.org 

First Eucharist...  
preparation begins in January 2010!  

What:   Parent Meeting -- Parents 
only attend one session --Wed., Jan. 

13 or Tues., Jan. 19, 2010.   [Childcare will be  

available in the school Gym --if needed, please 

call 763.421.2471 by Friday, Jan. 8.]  
 

Where :   Church 
 

When:   6:30-7:30pm 
 

Who:   Any parent/guardian who wishes to  

prepare their child (must be 2nd grade or 

older) for the Sacrament of First Eucharist.  

Purpose:  To present all information, details 

and materials  regarding the preparation  

program offered here at St. Stephen's.  
 

Contact :   Katie McCarty, 763.712.7430 or 
kmccarty@ststephenchurch.org for questions/

concerns. 

Please donõt forgeté 

The bake sale needs 

your goodies next weekend! 

Thanks for helping out our 

bake sale! 

  

Kitchen/Cafeteria News 
 

Happy fall students and families!  We welcome any sugges-

tions and feedback you may have regarding our menu 

items. What you like, what youõd like to see more of, what 

we could change.  We are here to serve your children and 

make this a positive experience during their day.  Please 

feel free to email or call the kitchen with your comments. 

 

Weõd like to remind everyone to ALWAYS wash your hands 

before preparing or eating a meal, even a quick snack.  

Make healthy choices at every meal by selecting an array of 

colorful fruits and vegetables and limiting your sweets and 

simple carbohydrates.  Also, with the long Minnesota winter 

fast approaching, remember to keep moving and strive to 

get outside and get in your daily exercise.  Your body will 

thank you and youõll feel great! 

 

Ms. Eidem 

The boyõs basketball season 

starts tonight with the Varsity 

boyõs team playing at  

St. Raphael.  The first home 

game will be Tuesday,  

Nov. 24.  Best of luck this year! 

 

Students still need to turn in their fall 

sports uniforms. 

mailto:kwerk@ststephenchurch.org
blocked::blocked::mailto:kmccarty@ststephenchurch.org
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Please keep the children of our parish in your prayers as they prepare to receive the  

Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time in November.   

Yasmine  B. 

Danielle Alyssa B. 

Natalie Kirstin B. 

Anne Elizabeth B. 

Grace Katherine C. 

William Ian C. 

Abbey Rose D. 

Jeffrey Robert D. 

Joshua Michael D. 

Alexa Marie E. 

Seth Gunnar E. 

Ryan Joseph F. 

Alicia Ann F. 

Skyler James G. 

Caitlin Anne H. 

Joseph Christopher H. 

Olivia Marie H. 

Joseph E. H. 

Madeline Gerdina H. 

Eleanor Marcelline H. 

Jill Elaine H. 

Yugusuk S. J. 

Meredith Ann J. 

Parker James J. 

Thomas Anthony J. 

Anna Josephine J. 

Caleb William J. 

Rowan Michael J. 

Elizabeth Grace K. 

Nathan Gerard K. 

Jordan Ann Knot 

Christopher Mateo L. 

Maria Louise L. 

Noah John L. 

Hannah Jane L. 

Cassidy Jo M. 

McKenna Jean M. 

Sarah Anne M. 

Lauren Ann M. 

Abigail Rose M. 

Isabella Marie N. 

Kaitlyn N. 

Jack William N. 

Gabriel Scott O. 

Alycia Nicole Fatima O. 

Samuel Bradley P. 

Jack Patrick Q. 

Alexandra Grace R. 

Kathryn Helen R. 

Abigail Mae S. 

Benjamin Richard S. 

Sophie Marie S. 

Emily Lorelei S. 

Julia Claire S. 

Theodore Kirk S. 

Jessica Dee S. 

Ruth Margaret S. 

Gabe Robert V. 

Edward Thomas W. 

Mollie Clare W. 

Megan Jacqueline W. 

Nicholas John W. 

Ashley Elizabeth W. 

Johnathan Victor W. 

St. Stephens school will be offering students the opportunity to go to reconciliation (for those 

who have already gone through the First Reconciliation program) as it gets closer to  

Christmas.  Please watch the newsletter for those upcoming dates.  

 


