
ELLIE GHOSTLEY HONORED WITH STATE EDUCATION AWARD 
 

Ellie Ghostley, the beloved receptionist and secretary at the Church of St. Stephen 

School for the past forty-two years, has been chosen by the Minnesota Independent 

School Forum (MISF) as the 2010 recipient of their prestigious Behind-the-Scenes 

Award.  The award is being presented to Ellie at the 2nd Annual MISF Annual Awards     

Banquet tonight, Thursday, April 29, at the University of St. Maryõs metro campus on 

25 th and Park Avenue South in Minneapolis. 

 

The Minnesota Independent School Forum represents all of the private and              

independent schools in grades K through 12 throughout the State of Minnesota.  The 

MISFõs three main functions are advocacy for private education, particularly at the 

legislative level; financial assistance for disadvantaged students through                

scholarships; and the promotion of independent schools through the recognition     

associated with their awards programs. 

 

The Behind-the-Scenes Award is for a staff member or a volunteer, not an                

administrator or teacher, who has made an extraordinary contribution.  Selection    

criteria include distinguished service to the school community, passion for education, 

leadership by example, generosity of spirit, integrity, fairness, and compassion.        

Numerous independent schools from around the state submitted nominees for this 

award, and Mrs. Ghostley was selected as the sole honoree. 

 

A local parish-school celebration to honor Mrs. Ghostley for this award and her service 

to St. Stephenõs School is being planned for late spring, most likely a recognition      

dinner in the FCC.  Watch for more details to be announced sometime soon. 

 

Congratulations to Mrs. Ellie Ghostley, the winner of the Behind-the-Scenes Award.  

Thank you for forty-two years of exceptionally dedicated service to the school and    

parish community. 

From the desk of Fr. Mike... 

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION 

Fr. Michael A. Van Sloun 
 Pastor and Superintendent 

 

Mrs. Rebecca Gustafson 
 Principal 

 

Ms. Sarah Kelly 
 School Counselor 

School Office 421-3236 

Heidi Staggert              712-7473  

Dawn Graf                    712-7427  

Absence Line 712-7467 

Kitchen 712-7460 

BASE (voice mail) 712-7477 

BASE (cell) 612-418-7010*  

         *After Hours Emergency Line 
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DATES TO REMEMBER  

Mayé 
3-5th graders to Big River Journey 
5-Kindness Retreat 
5-7th grade to Orchestra Hall 
5-8th grade to Friendship Ventures 
6-School Commission Meeting 
7-Spring Concert & Art Show- 12:30 
7-Mothers Day Tea 
8-5th grade Math Masters Comp. 
10, 11, 13, 18, 19 & 21-Kindergarten 

Orientation  
13-Parent Forum 
18-Spring Band & Choir Concert 
21-2nd grade flower planting 
25-3rd graders to Crystal Cave 
28-Track & Field Day 
 

Juneé 
3-Candle Passing 
4-6-7th grade Arts Festival 10a 
5-8th grade Graduation Parish Mass 
9-Last day of school mass @ 9:30a 
9-Last day of school 
 
 
 

 
 

    

Please see Ellieõs story on page 6... 

Summerfest Raffle  

Tickets are being sent 

home TODAY! 
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Thank you to 4 th graders!  
 

I want to say òthank youó to 6 of Mrs. Toenjesõ fourth grade 

students who were selected to help organize the many 

beautiful first communion banners for our parish             

children.  Thanks to Matthew Robinson, Maria Lamps, 

Cassidy Matter, Caleb Jungling, Justin Fonseca and Afton 

Wise.  I appreciate your time in putting all these banners in 

orderéyou did a fabulous job!!! 

 

Katie McCarty, Formation Department  

 

PRESCHOOL/ELEMENTARY 

TEACHERS 
 

Ms. Angela Tjosaas 
 Pre-School 
 

Mrs. Deb Cherney 
 Kindergarten 
 

Mrs. Mary Kay Wesp 
 Kindergarten 
 

Mrs. Julianne Haenel 
 First Grade 
 

Mrs. Mary Kay Tyminski 
 First Grade 
 

Mrs. Jan Applen 
 Second Grade 
 

Mrs. Sherry Miller 
 Second Grade 
 

Mrs. Marileen Diederichs 
 Third Grade 
 

Mrs. Betty Kowalski 
 Third Grade 
 

Ms. Marie Dockendorf 
 Fourth Grade 
 

Mrs. Susie Toenjes 
 Fourth Grade 
 

Ms. Katie Geis 
 Fifth Grade 
 

Mrs. Kim Taggart 
 Fifth Grade 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/SPECIALISTS 

TEACHERS 
 

Ms. Desiree Hyrkas 
 Sixth Grade Advisor/Media 
 

Mrs. Lynelle Kocher 
 Sixth Grade Advisor/Art 
 

Sra. Fran Ramirez (Corey) 
 Sixth Grade Advisor/Spanish 
 

Mrs. Jaime Verkuilen 
 Sixth Grade Advisor/Music 
 

Mrs. Peg Brown 
 Seventh Grade Advisor/Math 
 

Mrs. Shelly Miller 
 Seventh Grade Advisor/Social Studies 
 

Mr. Kurt Werk 
 Seventh Grade Advisor/P.E./A.D. 
 

Mrs. Colleen Hansen 
 Eighth Grade Advisor/Science 
 

Mrs. Shelley Lysdahl 
 Eighth Grade Advisor/Literature 
 

Mrs. Judy Radcliff 
 Eighth Grade Advisor/Formation 
 

Mr. Tim Burke 
 Computers 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 8th is the last Middle School Madness event of 

this school year!  All middle school students are invited!  8th 

graders and their parent chaperones will be treated to an  ice 

cream sundae as a thank you for their active participation is this 

fun time!  Some of the activities planned for your enjoyment 

are; Laser Tag, Dodge ball, Guitar Hero, and new card games.  

Mark your calendar and call your friends.  Permission slips are 

available now at the Refuge, Formation Room and Gathering 

Place Kiosk.  Donõt forget a can of food for the Food Shelf.   

 

 
 

Parentsñ Youõll want to check out Dr. Kahnõs Parent Forum May 

13th!  The focus will be on Strengthening  Your Parenting Team.  

The forum will be held in the FCC 8 & 9 from 6:30ñ7:30 PM.   

Please see the attached flyer for more information, or check out 

this weeks eBlue Folder for your on-line copy. 
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2009-10 Tag Line 

Depend on 
God. 

 

Colored glass bottles  

Rotary cutter for fabric  

Hot glue sticks  

Jewelry Beads  

Wood glue 

Step stool for kindergarten  

Closet doors in kindergarten 

room 

Wooden dowels 

Clorox wet wipes  

Cooking timer  

Copies of Little House in the 

Big Woods  

Classroom set (26) of Boxcar   

Children #1  by Gertrude 

Chandler Warner  

òDó Cell Batteries 

Black Sharpie markers for art  

Rose thorns for Benjamin 

boxes in 1st grade  

Colored tissue paper  

18 watercolor sets for       

preschool  

Wet wipes for preschool  

 

 

Blue Folder Items: 

1. Dr. Kahn Forum  

2. Flower Planting Letter 

3. May menu 

4.  

Fourth Grade Class Meets Pen Pals 

 Ms. Dockendorfõs 4th Grade Class had the opportunity to 

meet their 4th grade pen pals at Holy Family School in Albany, MN.  

The children wrote letters to each other all school year, and were 

excited to meet each other this April.   

 Upon arriving at Holy Family School, St. Stephenõs 4th     

graders received a tour of the school, followed by some fun        

activities, outdoor games, and lunch.  It was a grand day to bring 

these relationships to a deeper level.  Some children are planning 

to keep in touch with their pen-pals throughout the summer.   

We are currently looking for an individual to  iron 
the 8th grade graduating gowns.   

Please contact the school  

office if you are able to help!  

 

The spring concert and art show is next week on Friday, May 7 at 

12:30!  Students in the concert (K -5 and choir) may dress up as long 

as they follow the non -uniform policy.  After the concert, please 

come back to the school to view  all of the artwork.  Parents who are 

picking their children up after the concert must pick them up from 

their classrooms.  

 

Thank you, Mrs. Verkuilen 


